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INFODEMIC

● not a new word in our dictionaries, but in 2020 it 

became widely used 

● information + epidemic 

● a wide and rapid spread of misinformation

● new context of 2020: pandemic of disinformation 

about the COVID-19 pandemic

● “We’re not just fighting an epidemic; we’re 

fighting an infodemic” [WHO Director-General 

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 15 February 

2020]



Wuhan 

disinformation

DIFFERENT STAGES OF COVID-19 DISINFORMATION

● e.g. fake stories of hundreds 

of people dying in the streets, 

of deaths of children that are 

being hidden from the public 

● fake photos of e.g. wet 

markets

● fake content about the origins 

of the coronavirus

● building hate or despise 

towards Chinese and Eastern 

cultures 

● building mistrust towards 

information about the then 

epidemic

● building fear among societies



Healthcare

disinformation

● fake or science unproven 

advices how to prevent or 

cure coronavirus 

● e.g. garlic prevents being 

infected from coronavirus, 

masks do not help, water or 

alcohol washes out the virus

● raised insecurity on what is true, what 

not

● raised fears and distrust towards 

healthcare workers and their advises

● many of the advises were dangerous 

for people’s health



The scope 

of the pandemic 

disinformation 

● stories denying coronavirus 

exists or that it is a global threat

● suggestions that COVID-19 is 

“just a flu”

● conspiracy theories about 

depopulation or forced 

vaccination 

● undermining trust towards health 

and governmental officials

● creating information bubbles

● not complying with laws and 

healthcare recommendations

● hampering the global fight against 

the pandemic



Educational challenges

● growing online bullying and 

trolling

● limited access to distant 

learning equipment

● school system unprepared for 

months of distant learning

● teachers unable to conduct 

classes in remote school



Data (il)literacy challenges

● people unable to read graphs, 

numbers and analyse them in 

an unemotional way

● journalists, governmental 

representatives not explaining 

data in an easy and 

understandable way



Celebrities spreading 

conspiracy theories


